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of the Interior and interested stakeholders,
shall prepare a report on the accomplish-
ments of each selected collaborative forest
landscape restoration proposal that in-
cludes—

(A) a description of all acres (or other ap-
propriate unit) treated and restored through
projects implementing the landscape res-
toration strategy;

(B) an evaluation of progress, including
performance measures and how prior year
evaluations have contributed to improved
project performance;

(C) a description of community benefits
achieved, including any local economic bene-
fits;

(D) the results of the multiparty moni-
toring, evaluation, and accountability proc-
ess under paragraph (4); and

(E) a summary of the costs of—

(i) treatments; and

(ii) relevant fire management activities.

(4) MULTIPARTY MONITORING.—The Sec-
retary shall, in collaboration with the Sec-
retary of the Interior and interested stake-
holders, use a multiparty monitoring, eval-
uation, and accountability process to assess
the positive or negative ecological, social,
and economic effects of each project imple-
menting a selected collaborative forest land-
scape restoration proposal for not less than
156 years after project implementation com-
mences.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than 5 years after
the first fiscal year in which funding is made
available to carry out ecological restoration
projects under the program, and every 5
years thereafter, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the Interior, shall
submit a report on the program, including an
assessment of whether, and to what extent,
the program is fulfilling the purposes of this
Act, to—

(1) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 443—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2008 AS “GO
DIRECT MONTH”

Mrs. DOLE submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 443

Whereas, in fiscal year 2007, nearly 60,000
checks issued by the Department of the
Treasury, worth approximately $56,000,000,
were endorsed by forgery;

Whereas the Department of the Treasury
receives approximately 1,400,000 inquiries
each year regarding problems with paper
checks;

Whereas, each month, nearly 12,000,000 so-
cial security and other Federal benefit pay-
ments are made with checks;

Whereas the United States would generate
approximately $132,000,000 in annual savings
if all Federal benefit checks were paid by di-
rect deposit;

Whereas the use of direct deposit is a more
secure, reliable, and cost-effective method of
payment than paper checks because the use
of direct deposit—

(1) helps protect against identity theft and
fraud;

(2) provides easier access to funds during
emergencies and natural disasters; and
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(3) provides the people of the United States
with more control over their money;

Whereas the Department of the Treasury
and the Federal Reserve Banks have
launched Go Direct, a national campaign to
motivate people who receive Federal benefit
payments to use direct deposit to receive
those payments;

Whereas Go Direct works with more than
1,100 partners across the Nation, including fi-
nancial institutions, advocacy groups, and
community organizations;

Whereas more than 130 financial institu-
tions representing 25,000 branches nation-
wide participated in the 2007 ‘“‘Go Direct
Champions’ competition to encourage the
use of direct deposit among people who re-
ceive Federal benefit payments; and

Whereas more than 1,600,000 people in the
United States have switched from paper
checks to direct deposit to receive Federal
benefit payments since Go Direct launched
in the fall of 2004: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 2008 as ‘‘Go Direct
Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of the Go
Direct campaign;

(3) commends Federal, State, and local
governments, nonprofit agencies, and the
private sector for promoting February as Go
Direct Month; and

(4) encourages people in the United States
who are eligible to receive social security or
other Federal benefit payments to—

(A) participate in events and awareness
initiatives held during the month of Feb-
ruary with respect to using direct deposit;

(B) become informed about the conven-
ience and safety of direct deposit; and

(C) consider signing up for direct deposit of
social security or other Federal benefit pay-
ments.

————————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3980. Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
DEMINT) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 5140,
to provide economic stimulus through recov-
ery rebates to individuals, incentives for
business investment, and an increase in con-
forming and FHA loan limits; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3981. Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
DEMINT) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 5140,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3982. Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5140, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3983. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 5140, supra.

SA 3984. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3983 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 5140, supra.

SA 3985. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 5140, supra.

SA 3986. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3985 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 5140, supra.

SA 3987. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3986 proposed by Mr. REID
to the amendment SA 3985 proposed by Mr.
REID to the bill H.R. 5140, supra.

SA 3988. Mr. REID (for Mr. LIEBERMAN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2457, to
provide for extensions of leases of certain
land by Mashantucket Pequot (Western)
Tribe.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3980. Mr. VITTER (for himself
and Mr. DEMINT) submitted an amend-
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ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5140, to provide eco-
nomic stimulus through recovery re-
bates to individuals, incentives for
business investment, and an increase in
conforming and FHA loan limits; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . ESTATE TAX REPEAL MADE PERMA-

NENT.

Section 901 of the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 shall
not apply to title V of such Act.

SA 3981. Mr. VITTER (for himself
and Mr. DEMINT) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5140, to provide eco-
nomic stimulus through recovery re-
bates to individuals, incentives for
business investment, and an increase in
conforming and FHA loan limits; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . SMALLER PUBLIC COMPANY OPTION
REGARDING INTERNAL CONTROL
PROVISIONS.

Section 404 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of
2002 (15 U.S.C. 7262) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(c) SMALLER PUBLIC COMPANY OPTION.—

‘(1) VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE.—A smaller
issuer shall not be subject to the require-
ments of subsection (a), unless the smaller
issuer voluntarily elects to comply with such
requirements, in accordance with regula-
tions prescribed by the Commission. Any
smaller issuer that does not elect to comply
with subsection (a) shall state such election,
together with the reasons therefor, in its an-
nual report to the Commission under section
13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78m or 780(d)).

‘(2) DEFINITION OF SMALLER ISSUER.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, and subject to subparagraph (B), the
term ‘smaller issuer’ means an issuer for
which an annual report is required by sec-
tion 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78m or 780(d)), that—

‘(i) has a total market capitalization at
the beginning of the relevant reporting pe-
riod of less than $700,000,000;

‘“(ii) has total product and services revenue
for that reporting period of less than
$125,000,000; or

‘“(iii) has, at the beginning of the relevant
reporting period, fewer than 1,500 record ben-
eficial holders.

‘(B) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS.—The amounts
referred to in clauses (i) and (ii) of subpara-
graph (A) shall be adjusted annually to ac-
count for changes in the Consumer Price
Index for all urban consumers, United States
city average, as published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics.”.

SA 3982. Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 5140, to provide
economic stimulus through recovery
rebates to individuals, incentives for
business investment, and an increase in
conforming and FHA loan limits; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

On page , between lines
insert the following:

*(5) MESSAGE ON ADVANCE REFUND CHECK.—
The Secretary shall display prominently the

and
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